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The Dale Spender Collection at the Women's College, University of
Sydney
Abstract
Notice of the opening of the Dale Spender collection of books relating to feminism; Australian women's
writing; and women's writing in English of the long nineteenth century.
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The library of the Women’s College within the University of Sydney wishes to announce the 
opening of the Dale Spender Collection to interested scholars. Dale Spender—pioneering 
feminist and author of Man Made Language (1980), Scribbling Sisters (1984), and Mothers 
of the Novel: 100 Good Women Writers before Jane Austen (1986), among many other 
works—was also the series editor of Pandora Press. Dr. Spender’s efforts to ‘rediscover’ and 
popularize women’s writing, especially that of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, has 
contributed immeasurably to the development of the discipline in the last thirty years.  
 
Dr. Spender has made the generous donation of her personal collection to the College. The 
collection includes: (1) feminist theory and political writing, especially 1970-1990; (2) 
Australian women’s literature of the late twentieth century; (3) twentieth-century women’s 
fiction in English; and (4) late twentieth-century editions of eighteenth-century and other 
women’s writing. Perhaps of greatest interest to ABO readers, however, are the first and early 
editions of early nineteenth-century fiction, with writers such as Mary Brunton, Frances 
Burney, Maria Edgeworth and Elizabeth Hamilton represented. In addition, the collection 
also includes works by later Victorian novelists including Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Rhoda 
Broughton, Mary Cholmondeley, Frances Power Cobbe, Dinah Craik, Sarah Grand, Mary 
Howitt, Margaret Wolfe Hungerford, E. Lynn Linton, Margaret Oliphant, Ouida [Maria 
Louise Ramé], Rita [E.M. Gollan], Elizabeth Robins, Adeline Sergeant, Charlotte M. Yonge, 
and many others. 
 
For information about the Spender Collection please contact:  
The Women’s College  
The University of Sydney 
NSW 2006, Australia. 
 
reception@thewomenscollege.com.au 
https://www.thewomenscollege.com.au/index.php 
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